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WWWWWHENHENHENHENHEN I I I I ISSSSS      A NA NA NA NA N     OOOOOLIVELLALIVELLALIVELLALIVELLALIVELLA B B B B BEADEADEADEADEAD?????

JEFF ROSENTHAL

Broken Olivella shells, shells with missing spires, and those with perforations on the body whorl are commonly found in archaeological
deposits along the Big Sur coast of central California. These shells are frequently interpreted as bead-manufacturing refuse or one of a
number of minimally modified Olivella bead types. The current study compares a large collection of Olivella shells and fragments
from a Middle Period site along the Big Sur coast with a modern collection of Olivella shells made on the adjacent beach. Little
difference was found between the archaeological and natural shells, suggesting that most modifications to archaeological specimens
can be attributed to natural causes. In combination with a review of regional collections, little evidence is found for a significant
labor investment in the production of Olivella shell beads along the Big Sur coast.

Jeff  Rosenthal, Far Western Anthropological Research Group, Inc.
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