THE TRAVELS OF COYOTE: A KAROK MYTH

Willjan Bright X

Whun a Karok Indian of northwustorn California is asked to tcll i
Indian story, ho is likely to tell one about Eihna'fiE or Coyote, the
combination culturo-hero, trickster and dupc of the native nythology.(l.
Of all tho Coyoto storics, the one which seoms best romembercd and nost -
Jnjoyed by tho Kerok is the one beginning, "Coyotc thought he'd go to
Klamath Lakes to got money...."(2) The story goes on to tell how Coyot.
travelled far to the north on this ecrrand, but was plagued by thirst,
tried to drink from the river, and fell in. Floating down with the cur-
rent, back to "the middle of the world" (as the Karok call their own tor-
ritory), Coyote performed various kinds of nischiof, and in most versiont
of tho myth eventually returned, in company with a band of ducks, to his
home at pandrni+k, tho modorn town of Orlcans.

But this, like nost Karok tales, is told by differcnt informants i.
widoly diverse ways. Indoed, Karok mythology in its present statc almost
Scons to be merely an inventory of short incidents, fronm which a froe sc-
loction is made by cach individual storytoller. Even the characters as- -
signed to incidents vary. Thus "How Salmon Was Given to Mankind" has an
anonymous hero in a version recorded by de Angulo and Frecoland (3), but
Coyote is the benefactor in versions rccorded by Kroeber and Gifford (k)
and ¥y myself.(5) Old Man Turtle danccs through the sky with tho star
girls in anothor of de Angulo and Frecland's tales (6), but Coyotc docs
this in texts recordcd by mc. A look at publishecd myths from the ncigh-
boring Yurok and Hupa tribes shows that although nany plotes and incidontu
arc shared with thc Karok, Coyote is never a protagonist among the Hupa,
and much less often among tho Yurok than among the Karok. It scoms, then,
that Coyote may have not only usurped thc places of 0ld Man Turtle and of
the anonymous salmon-giver, probably in recent times; »ut also, in the -
nore distant past, may have replaced such pcrsonages as Across-the-Water
Widower, who is extromely important to the Yurok, but scldom figures in
Karok nyths.

However, the story of the abortive trip to Klamath Lakes is as likcly
a8 any to bc pcculiarly Coyoto's. Although incidents occurring in it arc
found in Yurck and Hupa myths, the central therc--a trickster's Journey to
86t monoy--has not boen recorded from the ncighboring tribes. - Furthermore,
the greed, lechery, improvidencc and mirth-provoking stupidity, altornat-
ing with cunning ingonuity, all very characteristic of Coyote, are not-
ably present in this story--as they aro not, for instance, in the story
of the salmon-giving. But to this central character and plot thome, var-
lous informants add widcly assorted supplomentary clements. Incidonts
introduced by some informants, such as Coyote's inmprognation of a girl
2t a dance, and'the subscaucnt chase, probably bclong to an originally
sntirely different Coyote story. But Coyote's Journcy is a nyth which
has doubtlecss beon growing, accumulating incidents fron many sources, for
2 long time. It is impossible now to give an accurate idea of tho



original, uncmbroidercd plot--assuming that thore cver was onc. The goal
of this paper is thercforec to compare all thc incidents rocordcd by Denny
(7), Olden (8), Harrington (9), and nyself, and occasionally to discuss
ranifications of thesc incidents in other parts of Karok nmythology. At
the ond of the papor, a chart surmarizces the variations.

My. informants for this story, indicated in this papor by their in-
itials, wero Nettio Rouben, Chostor Pepper, Julia Starritt, and Manio
Officld. All quotations from thom arc in the form of my own frec trans-
lation of the Karok original. The published sources arc abbreviated as
follows: D for Denny, 1907; O for Olden, 1923; H3 for Harrington, 1930,
toxt nuwber 3; and H5 for Harrington, 1930, text number 5.

First spisode. Tho beginning of Coyote's Journoy is duscribud am
follows by the various sources.

(NR) There werc same peoplc living there who had lots of
monoy. Coyotc saw them measuring their money and said, "Where
do you get your monoy?" "At Klamath Lakos," they said. So Coy-
otc went home, and he thought, "I'd bottor nake somc twinc [to
string monoy on)]. I'm going to Klamath Lakos. I'nm going to got
noncy; I like it so'" Then ho made a lot of twine, and bundled
it up. Then hc thought, "I'd better get going." So he hurricd
upriver with the twine in a pack, the little twine to string
the monoy. He loaded tho twino on his back and carried it up-
river.

(CP) This is what Coyoto did [a common opcning and clos-
ing sentence for Coyote storics]. Ho was raised at Orleans,
that was his country. And he thought hc'd go to Klamath Lakes
to got moncy. So ho made little twino, he made twine all win-
ter. Finally he made a whole load. So he wont up along the
rivor. Evoryonc ho saw, he'd say, "You'rc a bunch of nobodicus'
I'n going to Klamath Lakes'"

(JS) Coyotc wanted to gut moncy. So hc said, "I'nm going
%o Klanath Lakes to get moncy." Ho wont upriver singing, "I'n
going to Klamath Lakos to get noney."

(M0) Coyotc thought ho'd go to Klancth Lakes to got non-
«¥. So hu went off.

(H3) They were all living therc. Then later on they said:
"Wo arc going to go to Klamath Lokos." All thoy were doing was
that thoy werc sweating themselves. "Wo are going to go." thuy
were telling cach othor, "wo arc going to go to Klamath Lakos."
Then onc night they said: "Tomorrow we arc going to go, carly.
Whouvor gocs to sloep we arc going to lceave heru. W arc not
going to wait for him." Then Coyotc thought, "I'n not going
to sleep.” Then he thought, "I'm going to go. I anm going to
anvak out, when they aro all asleop. T an going to get thore

A%



first, to Klauoth Lakes, 1 um going to suck duntzalia first.
I an going to go." Hec did not go to sluup.  Thon he sncakud
out. He thought, "I'm going to go alone, first."

(B5) They woere living therc. Then Coyotc seid all the
timo, "I an going to go to the Klamath Lakes to suck out den-
talia." Then Coyote wont. Coyoto went to Klamath Lakes.

(0) Ono day Coyoto went on a long journcy as far as Kla-
rath Falls, to get some Indian money, or snail shells. He was
busy at least a nmonth beforo he started, making string or put-
ting it together, and carried a pack of it on his back.

(D) Tho Coyotc sat in his swcat-house, making twinc., For
days he did nothing but make twine. All the aninals began to
gossip about it. They came one by onec and looked in. "What
are you doing?" thoy would ask. "Only making twinc," the Coyote
would answer. "Only making twine, twine, twine." So they got
tired asking hinm, and he sat thore twisting it with his fingers
and rolling it on his thighs, ncking pilcs and piles of twinc.
He didn't even tokc tinme to eat, and, when no one was around to
listen, hc sang about what he was going to do: "To the ocean,
to get money'. Travelling, travelling'" At last he took noticc
how hungry ho was, for he had not cetcen for days. Ho made all
the twinc into a big monoy-bag and threw it across his shoulder.
Then he started out from Orleans in the diroction of the ocecan.

All of the above accounts have been given in their entircty in order
to show the differences which have been discussod. It is clear at this
point, and ¢ven clcarer further on, as tho versions become more unliko,
that Karok nythology, at least in its prescnt state, is not somcthing
neworized verbatim and handed down uniformly throughout the tribe. It
scoms likely, morcover, that this was the case cven before thc intrusion
of tho white man. All ny informants for this story wore niddle-aged to
clderly; their grandparents, and porhaps their parcents, werc lcarning
nyths before the whites arrived. Yot cach informant was quite certain
that his vorsion was tho corrcct one. Vory little of the variation scens
attributable to forgetfulncss, since on the whole thosc storios wore told
with readiness and with scarcoly any difficulty in remcmbering. Probably,
then, cach family or village in aboriginal times had its individual ver-
sion of this and othor myths--substantially the same individual vorsions
* that aro told today. .

It should be stresscd that this paper does not come near to showing
211 the variant forms of this story anong the Karok. In aboriginal days
therc must have been dozons of vorsions in circulation, and even now onc
could probably collect quitc a foew bosides the ones so far recorded. But
the vorsions presented here at least show the nature, and suggost the ox-
tant, of tho vuriation.



In the succyuding upisodes I have not givun all rocordings in full,
28 was8 dono abovs, but rather one full rocording with notos on thu othors.

Sccond c¢pisodc. The following incident was includod here only by JS
and MO; it is givon by Oldon (p. 125) as a scparatc story. JS tolle it
as follows: .

He went a long ways upriver. Then ho lookod up, and thurce stood
a trec. Thorc sat ten raccoons (ten is the Karok magic number).
So he said, "Good' I'll gut sonu ncw pants, and a shirt, and a
quiver, and shous." So ho ripped off his clothes, torc them in-
to bite, thrcew thon downhill, and stood naokod. "Now I'll shoot
ono," he said--but ho missod, and the coon [ the onc he had shot
at] Junpcd down. Hc shot at another ono, and it Jumpod down too.
Hc nisscd cvery ono of thori., Then he folt bad. Ho crawlcd down-
hill, gathcrod up all his torn clothus, and mendod them--ho had
becen carrying twinu to string his noncy with.

In MO's tolling, Coyoto puts his torn garments togother by sticking
twigs through then. O spcaks of five fishers, rathor then ten raccoons.

A note may be¢ added herc on the sontonco, "He went o long ways up-
river." A rcfcroncc to this dircction of travel recurs throughout thc
first part of this nyth, in cvury rocorded vorsion oxccpt D's. (10) To
bo surc it is nocessary to travcl upriver to rcach Klauath Lakcs frow
Karok territory, but it is probably no coincidoncc that the herocs of
soveral othor nyths have their edventurcs whilc travelling upriver. Coy-
ot¢ himsclf is travelling in that dircction whon, in another story, ho
trudes his favoritc song away to o strangor, and later is overconc with
chagrin whun he tircs of tho strangor's song and cannot call his own to
nenory agein. Across-tho-Wator Widowor travels upriver in the text about
hin recordud by Horrington (11), and in another rocorded by mo. Wuascl's
travels, in which hu rids the world of nonsturs, arc in a constant up-
river direction.

Third cpisodv. This incident, concorning Coyotc's theft from Lizard,
ig glven the fourth position by MO and JS, and is ondttod by NR, O, and
H5. However, CP, D, and H3 have it in this position. Thu following vcr-
sion is J8's:

He welked for 2 long tine, and got very thirsty; his tonguc was
very dry. Thon he saw a sweathousc standing thurc. Somnisonc
[Lizard] was swoating hinsolf [ineidc] and singing. Coyote was
awfully thirsty, and ho saw two bowls of gooscborry Jjuice sit-
ting therc. So ho said, "Good. I'm going to drink Nephcw's
Juico. [Coyotov is given to calling pcoplc 'nephoew,' or norc
specifically, 'child of deccasod sibling.'] I'll just taste o
little." Then ho said, "I'1ll Just drink a littlo morc." So he
drank up both bowls. Thon he said, "Nophew, don't got rad at
nc," end wont on upriver. Thon his ncphew Junpod out, thirking
ks'd have a drink. Thore were the bowls lying empty. "I bet



it's Coyote that stolu it frow me," he szid. "I hope he dice
of thirst' May h¢ not sue any watort May all the watur dry upt"

H3 iduntifics the victinm of the thuft as Mcadow Mousu rathor than Lizard.

CP's version prococeds in the following variont nanncr, aftur Coyot.
has tastod the Juicce: "Finally he drank it all, and chowod up thu bowls.
Then he went on, saying [to scarc Lizard, inside tho housc), 'Therc's o
monster out horc that's going to cat youl' When Lizard carc out of tho
swoathousc, Coyotc had gonc. And ho thought, 'Say, I bot Coyotc's boun
around hore. He's drunk up ny Juicc. May hc get thirstyl' And he
thought, 'He likcs roasted grasshoppers.' So he said, 'May there be a
forcst fire ahoad of hint'"

The significancce of this sccond wish of Lizerd'e is shown in the noxt
spisode.

Fourth episodc. This preccdus thoe above incidunt in the versions of
MO and JS, but follows it in this version by CE:

He wont upriver. Thorce wus ¢ big forust firc. H. lookcd around,
and saw a lot of roastud grasshoppors [cookcd by the firc]. But
he said, "I won't cat any." Finally hc went on a little furthor,
and hc thought, "I'll pick up 2 fow of tho roastcd grasshoppers."
So he kcpt picking then up [ond cating thon]. And he thought,
"Why is it I'nm not gotting full?" Then hc rcalized they woro coni-
ing out behind hinm as he ate. So he decided to scal up his anus.
He fixed somc pitch and scaled up his anus with it. Thon ho
thought, "Well, now I'll get cnough; I've sccoled up ny anus." So
ho started to cat. Therc was [still] a big forest firc. He kopt
sticking his buttocks around thoro. And he thought, "I think I'n
about to arrive at Klanath Lakos"--he hecard the roaring [as he
thought, of thc falls there]. This is how he hoard it, it sort
of went huhuhuhuhu. He thought, "I'm about to zrrive at Klanath
Lakes"--hc heard nothing but the huhuhuhuhu. But it was his anus
burning [and the roar of thc flames that hc heard]. It was the
pitch he scaled it up with that was burning. Hc didn't know what
to do, hc rolled around on the ground, in the dirt. He couldn't
say anything but "Atuhtuhtuhtuhtuh." Finally his anus wes ox-
tinguished. He thought, "Now I won't cat any roasted grasshoppors,
I'1l quit oating then."

In JS's version, Coyotc idontifice the roaring as thunder, rather
than rushing wator; MO docs not mention the¢ noisv. The wholc cpisodc is
nissing from the versions of NR and H5. In O, D, and H3, Coyotc 2ats
roasted grasshoppors, but tho only uffecct is thoe thirst he oxporicnces
in the succcoding opisodc.(12)

Fifth copisodo. All versions uvxcopt HS now procont the rosults of
flzard's cursc. The: following is fron NR:



Finally ho walkod a long ways upriver. And he got thirsty, ho
Just walked on. Finally hc walked a long ways upriver. He was
really thirsty. And he thought, "Now I'll drink when I soe a
creok." Finally he walkod a long ways. Hc was in bad shapc,

hc was so thirsty. Thon therc was watcr, a croek sounding. Ho
thought, "I'll drink when I gct thore." But when he arrived,

the creck dried up. "Oh, how thirsty I am'" he thought. "I
can't stand it." Hc was so thirsty. Thon he heard wator. sound-
ing as he snoaked up. Ho saw the water running. He got Just
closc, thon ran to it, got there-- and it had dried up. "How
thirsty I an'" he thought. Hc was in bad shapo. Hc kept walk-
ing, far upriver. Hec looked downhill; down there the river was
flowing. Ho thought, "I wish I could drink that." Then ho kept
walking; hc was really in bad shapc. He was about to rcach Kla-
math Lakes, walking far upriver. And thorc again the water
sounded, therc was a creck. Again he thought, "I can't make it",
he was so thirsty. Again ho snoaked up on tho crock; it was big,
a big crocok. Ho thought he'd crawl up to it. And he waddod up
his blankct. He looked at the creck; thorc was a lot of water,
Just close. Then he ran to it and threw his blanket in it.  Just
dust puffed up; the wator had dried up. And ho thought, "Oh,
I'11 nover moko it, I'm so thirsty." And he lookcd downhill; down
there the river was flowing. He thought, "I'm going to drink fron
the river." So he rushed downhill. And he thought, "How evilly I
do, being about to drink wator. Why, I'm going to get noney at
Klamath Falls." Then he canc to the bank and looked out. He
thought, "I won't drink right by the bank." Hc said, "Lct a fir
fall down," and onc did. So hc walkod out on it and arrived at
the middlc of the river. He stooped down to the water. He
stooped down a long time and drank a lot. When-ho got up he had
drunk so nwch that he foll off, ho fell off backward into thc wa-
tor.

At least ons taboo is involved here; thc breaking of it is probably
the causc of Coyote's bad luck in falling into the river and "drowning"
(as several versions put it). The nost obvious taboo involved is ox-
prossed very explicitly in H3: “Poople nover drank water whon thoy went
to suck dentalia, for a long tine they do not drink water." ©Possibly al-
8o operative is a taboo against drinking river watcr, probably on any oc-
casion.(13) This is implied both in NR's vorsion given above, and in CP's,
where, after cach unsuccessful attempt to drink from crecks, Coyotc ros-
olutely says, "I won't drink river water." However, "Thero was a big
forest fire, and trces werc falling into the river. And ho thought, 'Oh
wcll, I'1ll drink the river water. But I won't drink close to shore:

I'1ll drink in the middle of the river.' Finally hc saw a fir sticking
clear across the river, and he thought, 'Right here I'll drink water.'
Then he walked out, and put his face down in the niddle of the river.
But when he put his face down, hc fell in, and he drowned.'

O's version gives a noro comprehonsive taboo: "As he went along,
tho differout ones he met on the road told hin not to eat anything, unlcss



h. nuppened to pick up . fuw uzcorns; if he wor. azlf-starved n. would be
very lucky =nd find lots of umoncy or shclls to string.”

Other variants arcv 2s follows: 1in JS's version, Coyote oncu tri.s
to got crovk water by climbing a tree and dropping his blankot fron cbov..
In thu versions of JS and MO, and in H3, Coyotc actually reaches Klamath
Lakos, and it is therc that he fells in. In H5 and O, the entirc part a-
bout the crecks is onitted. '

_ Sixth vpisodc. Tho following is common to NR, CP, JS, MO, =nd H5.
The telling is NR's:

Then he floated downriver. Finally he floated down 2 long ways, L.
floated herc to tho conter of the world. Thon he looked downriver;
he saw girls luaching acorn neal on the shorc. And he said, "Lot

no bocomu o pretty piloce of driftwood," and h. becare a protty
pivco of driftwood and floatod down. Noarby he watched them lcach-
ing meal. And ho said, "Lot nc float to shore, let me float to
shore: I nust float around just downhill fron them." Then onc

girl looked downhill into the water. She said, "Look; oh, what o
pretty pieco of driftwood down thore'" The other said, "Wherc?"
"Look, down therel" she said. The othor said, "Oh, lot's pull the
driftwood outl" "All right." Thon they ran downhill and watched

it floating around. They said, "Conc on, wherc's a little stick?
We'll pull it out with that." Thon thoy pullod it out. Thoy likud
it; it was so pretty, and they liked 1t. Thoy threw it to cach oth-
wr and playod with the driftwood, thc pretty driftwood. Then one
girl said, "Oh," she said, "oh, maybe it's Coyotc. They said ho was
drowned upriver." And they throw the driftwood back in the watcr.
They took up their acorn soup, what they werc loaching. Suru enough,
in a2 little whilo both werc pregnant.

Scvonth cpisodc, first alternant. The story is now cnded by NR with
thu following episodc, which has boen recorded only fronm her.

When thoy throw hin back in the water, he floated ashoru at Requa
[at tho mouth of the river]. Thore ho lay on the shore. Soon the
yellowjackets werc cating hin, but he Just lay thcerc. Then the
flies ate him too, and prescntly tho ants atc hin too, but he Just
lay therc. Thon he was just a skcleton; Just a skeleton lay there,
2ll caton up. He Just lay there. His testicles worc the only flesh
left there. And tho ycllowjacket thought, "Lct me cat that." So he
ate the flesh there. But whon he bit there, Coyotc Jumped up and
said, "Atuhtuhtuhtuhtuh'" He grabbed a stick and hit YcllowJjacket.
He clubbed hin flat [in his nid-section). That's why yollowjackets
all have such small waists.

The tern "yellowjacket" is used horc in imitation of local English
usags; tho raforence to the small waist suggosts that a specios of wasp
i3 intended.



Soventh opisodo, sccond alturnant. Here MO introducos a scriuvs of
svonts not associated with this story by any othor informant:

Then Coyote went on; he turnocd into a porson, he turned into hin-
self. And ho saw thon having o puberty dance hore. -So ho went

to the puberty dance, and carried tho pubescent girl around, and

hc inmpregnated her. Then Coyote ran away. And pcople chascd hin,
saying, "He's a nischief-naker.” Ho ran away, but they were about
to catch hin. So he pullod back his foreskin in a hollow trcc, and
said, "Conme out, como out'" And ants camc out, with wings. That's
what they call pihnc: fp{Stasxva [1it., coyote pulling-foreskin-
back]. And those who were chasing hin stoppcd and looked [at tho
winged ants]; thcy said, “"What's that?" [In tho meantime] Coyote
was far away. But again they were about to catch hin. So he urin-
ated on a hollow tros. And theoy came out, birds camc out. And

the poople stopped and lookod; thoy said, "What's that?" Thosc arc
what thoy cell pihne: fiinnivaé [1it., little coyote-urine]. Then
he ran downriver, to a placc uphill from Requa. There was a big
nountain thore. So ho said, "Get little, got little" and ran down
tho other side. Then ho went into a sweathousc. The oncs chasing
hin ran downriver and looked into the swoathouse. They said, "Have
you scen a porson?" And Coyoto said,"’ellok¥ [Yurok for 'I don't
know']." Then thoy said, "I think hc says he's alroady downriver."
Then [when they had gone on] Coyotc Jjumped out and ran downhill.

He Junped into a boat and rowod across the river. Then ho said,
"Mice, come out! Gnaw holos in tho boats." And they gnawed holcs
in the boats. Then the onos chasing hin said, "I bet he was the
onc in tho sweathouse." So thoy ran back, and there he was on the
other sido of the river. And when they put tho boats out, thoy
sank, bocauso tho nico had gnawed holes in then.

All this 1is bottcr known in the form of a separatu story. A telling
by JS has been recorded by me, in which Coyote impregnatos two girls, rath-
or than onu, and at a war dance, rathor than a puberty dance; a chasc nuch
liko the one above then cnsues. This is given as two storios by Harring-
ton--one is about the trickery involved in the impregnation, but lacks tho
chasc (14); the other 1is principally about one incident in tho chaso, but
docs nontion a puberty dance.(15)

For comparison, tho scction of JS's story which deals with the chasc
is now given:

Ho ran away, he ran downrivor. Thurce was a treo standing, and it
was hollow. Coyote shoutod into it, "Let a lot of peoplc comc out
and run uprivert" Thon ho ran down; but when ho had run to Just
bolow ti8anni‘k [a village noar tho mouth of Camp Crock, bolow Or-
loans], tho oncs chasing hin wore Just a littlo vays upriver fron
hin. So Coyoto said, "Lot a big creck run down bohind mo" [and so
Camp Cruck was croatedi. Then he ran on. When ho got to Bluff
Creek, then ho said, "Lot it turn into a big crock behind nc."

And thoso following hin took a long tine crossing, becausc thorc



w28 8¢ Luch water. Thon ho ran dowariver, he ran to Martin's
Forry [in Yurok country]. Thers was 2 swoathousu standing
therc, and ho Juupod in. Hc foll on thu floor and said, "Lot
xC turn ashy, let ny oyes £i1ll with ashos. Let 1w beconc an
51d nen.” Thon he was an old uan lyimg there. Thea thu poopl.
cau. outsido and shoutcd into the sweathouse, saying, “"Did you
scc anybody running down?" And he sald, “"¥128 [supposedly Yur-
ok, neaning unknown]. Thore was a sound of footstops there."
Then they ran on down, and Coyotc Junped out. He Jumpod in the
river, swan across, and ran up the mountain. The pen ran all
around downriver and couldn't find a thing. Thon suddonly up-
hill across-river Coyote shouted, "SJe+chue++." That's what
Coyoto 4id.

Scventh opisode, othpr altormants. Harrington's toxts show still
difforont succeoding incidents, In number 5, Coyste makes love to 2 wid-
ow and the story onda. Im nuuber 3, however, he floats inte the ocean,
is roscued by 2 boy vham ho turns into the sea-liem, and procecds to th.
next apisode.

£ighth gpisods. At this point moet versions again comverge into
single plot lime. It is truc that two of owr vorsionms, nanely HS and
NR's, have alroady ended; however, this episode was told by NR, togothcr
with tho onc following 1%, 28 an indepemdont story.

JS's vorsion of this oighth ¢pisodo, continuing from what I have
nuubored ag the sixth opisodo, ig this:

By floatod down, and floated in on thc soashorc. He floatod ashor.
and crawled out of the water, Thero were poople living thore, and
o sweathouso stending, 80 he looked in. Tt was cnpty, but warm,
and he crawled in. Thorc were their pillows and their “"chairs"
[disc seats], all mado out of tallow. He was hungry, o he ato up
their chairs and their pillows; he ate them all up. Then he went
bohind tho weodpilo amd lay down. Protty soon the mem [who werc
ducks] ceme im, Just through eating. Thon ome said, “Hoy, where's
ny seat?” And anothor said, "Where's my pillow?" They locked a-
round, but there wasn't & gsingle one lying thore. "I bot it was
Coyote", they said. YIt's said he drowned at Klamath Lakos."”
Coyote lay therc and didn't stir. Then the nen started to sing
songs; they samg a lot. And they said, "Sing an Orleans semng, bc-
cause wo're going thore," Then Coyots was homesick, and ho flopped
oyt and rolled around on the fleor, and said, "Helle, Qrleans, ny
country\" And they said, "Tt's GCoyoto! Let's throw him im the
riverl” But ho eried, and said, “No, don't throw me imt I'll
paint you up nie¢; I'll paint your heads nice." Thoy said, "All
right." So hc painted thon. Then they got ready to go to Orlcans,
and Coyote said, "I want to go along." And they said, "No." Then
ho criod, and said, "Take me uprivert” And they said, "Well, all
right. But close your uyes, and domn't open theri. If you open your
cyes, you'll find yoursolf back down horc." Then they paddlaed



uprivoer. Coyotu lay with his uyes shut, but hc got tirod ly-
ing therc that way; he was in a hurry to got hono. "Where have
we paddled to?" hc thought. "I want to sce. I'll opon ny cyos
Just a 1little." So ho openod his oyos a little bit--and found
hinsolf back downriver. Then thoy paddled back up again. He
said, "This tine I won't open ny eyes." Now ho didn't fool any-
thing [i{.c., didn't noticc the passago of timec]. Pretty soon ho
hoard the gravel grinding. Thoy hauled the boat up and told
Coyotc, "Hore's Orloansi"

The faco-painting occurs only in this version and in D's, and is
supposed to account for the bright-colorcd hoads of the differcent vari-
ctics of duck. Coyoto also paints faces to win favor in a nyth rccordcd
by Harrington (16), in one of Olden's (pp. 132-133), and in still anoth-
or which I rccorded. It may well have been transplanted from onc of
then to the present niyth. Othor variations arc: in CP's version, Coy-
oto also eats tho ladder which leads down into the sweathouse, and when
the nen come in, ocach in turn falls headlong. H3 omits tho furniturc-
cating entircly. In the vorsions of CP, NR, MO, and D, ’uknamxdnnahig,
o pond below Orloans, is montioned instead of Orleans itself. The sanc
pond is evidently referred to in H3 undor a diffeorent name. H3, D, and
0 lack the incident in which Coyote fails to keep his cycs closod.

Ninth cpisodo. In ending the story, overy informant dcscribes how,
on his homeconing, Coyotc rolled around and exclaimoed in Joy. They say
that the present-day rivor-bars around Orlcans worc formed by this pro-
ccss, with some naning morc bars than others. Tho nmost complete account
is that of NR: "'Oh, ny country, ny countryl' ho cricd. Then ho kicked
dirt into the riveor, ho kicked dirt out into the river at Orlcans. And
he kicked dirt out into the river at kéttiphirak, crying, 'My country, ny
countryt' And he kicked dirt out into the rivoer at 33§§pni°k, and ho
kicked dirt out into the rivor at tﬁ'zzgg, crying, 'My country, ny coun-
try, I'm back, ny country.' [Tho nyth concludes with the traditional
cnding word:] kupdnnakanakanal" .

In scveral versions a hunorous cffeoct is added to this cnding by
having Coyote say not the corroct niniefvea'nnoc°n "my country", dbut rath-
or nini8{vda‘nnc’n--a substitution found only onco olscwhorc in avdilable
linguistic data. (17) ’

In rolation to Coyote's feceling for Orlcans, compare the following
statonent made by Erikson (18) for the Yurok: “An oxtrecme localization
of spatial and historical meaning is anothcr nanifestation of the contri-
potal toendency of Yurok cthos. It is one of tho strangest cxpcricnccs
vhen walking or driving along with an old Yurok suddenly to scc hin point
to an old housc pit barcly visible and full of dobris, and hear hin say
with thc decpest prido, 'This is whero I come fronm', like a European noble-
nan pointing to the castle of his anceostors; or, boetter, like a son intro-
dnecing his aged mothor."
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This final cpisodeu is probably the clearvst uxpression in the recor-
ded mythology of the intense foeling which the Karok have for places, par-
ticularly tho places where thuy were born and raised--they being in this
rospect much like Erikson's Yurok. It seems likely that the continued ap-
peal of this particuler nyth is duc not only to its plot interest and hunm-
or, but also in great measure to the sympathetic emotion that nust be a-.-
roussed in any Karok by Coyote's homesickness, which causcd hin to "flop. —
out and roll on the floor" when he heard his homo town mentioncd, and by
his great Joy when he was finally able to return therc.

A Chart of the Versions of "The Travels of Coyote"

The ninc episodcs into which Coyote's travels have boen divided arc
herc outlined in chronological order. Check marks in the accoupanying
colurns indicatc which events figure in each of thc cight versions dis-
cussed. Sequences of events which are found as independent stories arc

set off by vertical dbrackcting.

Episodes ' NR CP JS M0 H3 BHS O D
l. Makes twine b'd X X X
Leaves becfore othors b'd
Departs for: ocean b'd
Klanath Lakes b'd X X X X b'd X

2. Destroys clothus, shoots at:

10 raccoons X be
5 fishers x
Mends clothes with: twine X b d
[inll
twigs b'd
3. Steals Juicc from: Lizard X X X X
Meadow Mousc b'd
Dcvours bowls, scares owner X
Cursed with: thirst X X b'd X X
grasshoppers X
This episode after no. 4 X X
4. Eats grasshoppcrs : x x X X X X
Anus burns by X X
Thinks noise is: watcr X
thundcr X

11



bkis\)ag -~

Water runs 2w,
Throws blankut L Crock
Drops blankct frou tro.
Drinks and falls in:
2t Lakcs
on rivir-bank
on trce in riv.r
Taboo nentionud:
drinking watcr
drinking river wat.r
.2ting or drinking

Turns to driftwood 2nd irpr.g-
natus girls

Floats to occan

raton by yullowjackets
Ruscucd by scal

Scducos widow

Attunds dance and is purcucd

Arrives a2t swuathous. by ocezn
£ats furniturc
Eats ladder
Paints facus to win favor
Bruaks taboo on opuning .ycs
Taken home to: Orlouans

s uknarixinnahi ¢

Makos bars

>

[

4

2



(1)

(2)

(5)

(6)
v7)
(8)
(9)

(11)

(12)

(13)
(1)

NOTEE

Karok nythology is only on. of ﬁany, throughout California and oth.ur
parts of western North Auorica, in which Coyote plays this nmultipl.
rolc; cf. Barclay, 1938.

The motivation hore given for Coyotu's Journcy is a rofluction of
the almost obsossivo intercst which tho Karok had in acquiring dun-
taliun shells (locally called "Indian monoy") and other forms of
wealth. This preoccupation, cormon to all thc tribes of northwest-
orn California, is mentioned ropcatedly in the othnological litora-
ture on tho area; soc for instance Kroeber, 1925, pp. 20-52.

d¢ Angulo and Frocland, 1931, pp. 202-206.
Kroobor and Gifford, 1949, pp. 116-117, 123-12k,

Karok nyths wors rccorded by nc, in Karok and in English, during th.
coursc¢ of linguistic fiold work on thu Karok languagc. This work
was nadc possiblo by the Adninistration of the University of Calif-
ornia, and was carricd on in the vicinity of Orlcans, California,
during tho spring of 1949 and the¢ swrmor of 1950.

do Angulo and Frooland, op. cit., pp. 206-211.
Denny, 1907, pp. 73-77.
O0ldon, 1923, pp. 134-136.

Harrington, 1930, tuxt numbcr 3, pp. 135-142, 2nd tuxt number 5, pr.
lh6"lh‘7 .

Denny' s statonont that Coyotu travelled towards the occan may be
bascd on a linguistic confusion: the Klamath Lakos arc called in
Karok "uprivor ocean". Furthormorc, sho rccounts that Coyote's o-
vontual "drowning" took place ncar Happy Canp, meny nilos upriver
fron Orlcans.

Harrington, 1932a, pp. 67-72.

This incident, and succcoding oncs which arc obscene by white stan-
dards, may have becn omitted on purpose by Denny and Olden, sincc
they were women and werc writing for femily consunption in tho first
quartor of this contury. On the other hand, their informants, undor

tho influcnce of white man's valucs, nay have supprossed the inci-
dents, as has somotinmes happened with nmo.

This taboo is reported for thu Yurok in Krockor, 1925, p. 69.

Harrington, 1930, pp. 152-15k4.
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{15, Harrington, 1932b, p. 25.
(16) Barrington, 1939, pp. 155-158.
f17) This is in the nyth concerning the disastrous scduction of Across-

the-Water Widowor, in which Tick Woman calls nakki‘'Si to him, in-
stead of the normal nakkil:6i “"copulate with me!

-~

‘18) Erikson, 1936, p. 273.
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